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Hi, I trust everyone is 

well and looking forward 

to a time when we can 

get together and swap 

lockdown stories as well 

as discuss woodturning.   

During the past fortnight 

we have been considering 

ways to entice you as 

members to contribute a 

story or two to this news-

letter.   

One suggestion was to 

ask you to send in re-

quests for write ups of 

demonstrations you may 

have seen over the years.  

Martin is currently working 

on a piece about the 

Longworth chuck and I am 

about to do a piece on 

jewelry.   

However it is not difficult 

to get your own piece in.  

Take a look at the back 

page by Tony Nelson 

which is only 250 words 

and lets us all know what 

he has been doing.  Get 

writing and photo-

Now is the time for 

all good (wo)men ... 

The following events 

have been cancelled for 

this year, the majority 

have been re-scheduled 

for next year (2021). 

AWGB Seminar sched-

uled for October 2020 is 

postponed till 24th – 26th 

September 2021. See 

the AWGB Website.   

Chestnut’s Northern 

Invasion of Kent is can-

celled though a virtual 

event will take place on 

1st & 2nd of August. See 

the Chestnut website.  

Makers Central has 

been cancelled for this 

year. 

American Association 

of Woodturners (AAW) 

Symposium has been 

cancelled for this year, a 

virtual event will take 

place. See the  

AAW website. 

Harrogate Woodwork-

ing show has been can-

celled for this year. It 

will take place 12th – 14th 

November 2021.   

 

Follow the links for more 

information.   

If anyone hears of an 

event/show that is can-

celled for this year, 

please advise us 

(newsletter@sbwt.org) 

and we will advise the 

club members through 

the news-letter. 

Shows cancelled 

https://www.awgb.co.uk/
https://chestnutproducts.co.uk/woodturning-weekender-2020/
https://www.makerscentral.co.uk/
https://www.woodturner.org/
https://eventcentre.co.uk/yec-events/woodworking-and-power-tool-show/
mailto:newsletter@sbwt.org
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“when all of a 

sudden you can 

see light inside 

the form when 

there wasn't 

any light 

before!  We've 

all been there 

haven't we?” 

Simon Lockwood of 

"Environmental Forestry" 

has been in touch to let us 

know that they have ex-

tensive stocks of sawn 

hardwood and softwood 

available, including re-

cently sawn:  walnut, elm, 

laburnum, oak, maple, 

cherry, black cherry, pitch 

pine Douglas fir, larch, 

tulip wood, ash, birch, 

spruce and yew.   Most of 

the wood that he has is 

either in plank size or 

logs but he may be willing 

to cut it up into smaller 

turning sizes if you 

ask. He also has various 

branch wood and offcuts 

available. 

His sawmill is based near 

Westruther.  If you are 

looking for timber it may 

be worth contacting him, 

his email is simonalock-

wood@yahoo.co.uk 

Simon is scheduled to 

come to a club meeting in 

August to give us a talk 

and sell timber but of 

course this might not hap-

pen. 

(Note from PJ - I haven't 

bought anything from him 

myself yet so can't com-

ment on prices). 

Timber supplies 

Thin walled bowls 
turn thin bowls before and 

there's a few videos on 

youtube so I had an idea 

of how to go about it.  You 

can see some of the re-

sults in the photos, 6 

bowls in all, 2 sycamore, 2 

maple and 2 holly with a 

bit of spalting.  The syca-

more has been bleached, 

just to see what it looked 

like. Probably the thinnest 

is 2mm but maybe down 

to 1.5 if I take my glasses 

off - it gets harder to read 

the ruler accurately!  Five 

of them I have turned 

round bottom so that they 

roll around a bit and may-

be sit askew.  I'm not sure 

what to do with them now 

and don't know whether 

I'll ever do any more, I'm 

not into piercing as yet 

but it was interesting do-

ing it and good practice 

for tool control, etc.   

Why not give it a go 

sometime and let us know 

how you get on!   

Peter Jackson 

Another "little" challenge I 

decided to set myself dur-

ing lockdown was to try 

and turn some thin walled 

bowls.  By thin I mean 

2mm, or perhaps even 

less.  Not really something 

I've done before intention-

ally although I have tried 

occasionally to get as thin 

as I could and also unin-

tentionally, particularly on 

hollow forms when all of a 

sudden you can see light 

inside the form when 

there wasn't any light be-

fore!  We've all been there 

haven't we?.   

I've seen a few people 

mailto:simonalockwood@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:simonalockwood@yahoo.co.uk


Christmas decorations and games 
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I have been busy in the work-

shop. After seeing Colwin Way's 

article in the Woodturning mag-

azine (issue 339) of a candle 

arch I decided to make not just 

one but four as Christmas pre-

sents for my family.  They are 

made from recycled mahogany 

to which I added some battery 

operated candles as these are 

safer.  The main challenge with 

this was finding the right type of 

glue to stick the candles, which 

seemed to be a strange shiny 

slick plastic, to the wood.  After 

much experimentation and sev-

eral phone calls to manufactur-

ers I settled on OB1 multi sur-

face adhesive which seems to 

have worked a treat. Finished off 

with clear acrylic spray lacquer, 

although I can’t just put my fin-

ger on where I got that from … 

Not satisfied with these I then 

turned two solitaire boards from 

a piece of recycled Piranha pine.  

The pine was from an old tele-

phone switchboard and I have to 

say it came up very nicely after 

turning and sanding.  I finished 

them off with three more coats 

of that mysterious clear acrylic 

spray. 

Anthony Bell 
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“… the 

mother of 

the bride 

mentioned 

that she 

loved the 

bowl and 

the 

tossers!  “ 

What a tosser! 

A golfing mate of mine 

was telling me he was 

getting new worktops fit-

ted and asked if I would 

like the old ones as they 

were laminated beech.  I 

said yes and as a thank 

you I made a salad bowl 

for him and his wife along 

with salad hands.   

As a small aside, I once 

made a salad bowl with 

the hands as a wedding 

present and one night in 

quite a large company the 

mother of the bride men-

tioned that she loved the 

bowl and the tossers!   

The looks I got were very 

funny.   

This bowl was finished 

with micro crystalline 

polish on the outside and 

food safe oil on the inside.   

Drew Bunyan 

 

The question is where are 

the tossers?  Ed.  



S B W T  N E W S L E T T E R  

From the shavings 

I have made a few piec-

es, and a lot of shavings, 

over the lockdown peri-

od.  There is not much in 

the way of innovation for 

experienced turners, but 

as a relative novice, I 

wanted to stretch myself 

and do something (for 

me) that was different.   

Firstly, I made a simple 

bowl in Elm as a wed-

ding gift for a good 

friend and colleague.  

There is nothing special 

about the process, but I 

am improving on the 

finishes - this has sealer 

then several applications 

of wax polish to bring 

out the grain. 

The second is a clock, 

using a disc of rippled 

sycamore.  The positions 

of the hours were accu-

rately plotted on the sur-

face and then bored us-

ing a pillar drill and a 

simple jig.  The hour 

marks are dowels of teak 

(recycled from a chair 

leg) inserted into the 

holes which I finished 

with a Forstner bit.  

Then I re-finished whole 

surface so everything 

was flush, front and 

back.  The clock has a 

quartz mechanism fitted 

into the dovetail recess 

in the rear, suitably en-

larged by hand.  

The small bowl is in Yew 

from a tree in my sister-

in-law's garden.  The 

tree had been taken 

down about 

four years 

ago and some 

logs were 

dumped be-

hind the com-

post heap, 

from where I 

retrieved 

them.  I just 

loved the 

contrast be-

tween the 

sapwood and 

heartwood, although I 

did have to  

stabilize some shakes 

with superglue. 

Finally, I had some glass 

pots (from "Gu" des-

serts) that I thought 

might come in 

useful, so I 

turned an 8 

inch platter 

from 1 inch Ash 

board.  With 

the pot mount-

ed in a  

recess one can 

have a pot of 

olives without 

ruining the 

wood. 

Tony Nelson 

“The hour marks 

are dowels of 

teak (recycled 

from a chair 

leg) ...” 


