
Welcome to issue two of 

the SBWT newsletter and 

I hope you are finding it 

useful.   

Our intention is just to 

help the club members 

keep up to date on what 

other members are  

doing, so please join in 

and send in an article on 

any piece of turning you 

have been doing, 125-

300 words and a few pic-

tures.  Send your words 

and pictures to 

 newsletter@sbwt.org.   

Many thanks to this  

edition’s contributors and 

I look forward to reading 

yours.   

Kenny 

… you too could be playing 

a game with your children 

which you made.  I con-

structed this one to play 

with my son.  He  

really enjoys it.  It is a bit 

of a cross between the old 

computer game pong, 

shove halfpenny and air 

hockey.   

The aim is to fire the tiles 

through the gap.  Both 

players start at the same 

time and the game can be 

played until one player 

scores a goal or until all 

the tiles are one side of 

the fence.  The game ap-

peals to the grownups as 

well as the younger  

generation.   

 

The tiles are white oak.  

They need to be made of 

a hard wood because 

they hit each other very 

hard.  The sides are re-

claimed pallet wood and 

the base is an off cut 

from a wet wall board.  

Add a little elastic and you 

are there.   

A good fun game for  

virtually no cost.   

Ian Falconer 

Once more into the breech ... 

A little ingenuity and ... 

 SBWT 

Newsletter 
1 5 T H  J U N E  2 0 2 0  I s s u e  2   

I N S I D E  

T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Barleycorn 

twists 

2 

Fitting a 

digital 

readout to 

a lathe 

2 

Pagan 

symbols 

3 

Thread 

chasing 

4 

  

  

  

S B W T  N E W S L E T T E R  

mailto:newsletter@sbwt.org


P A G E  2  

“Getting it to 

work was 

even easier.“ 

Fitting a digital readout  

You just can’t keep a good 

barleycorner down 

I suspect that many of 

you like me have not 

been doing much turn-

ing during lockdown 

due to the glorious 

weather, instead have 

been spending most of 

my time gardening.  

The fruits of my labour 

are starting to look 

good.   

I thought these candle-

sticks which I had  

previously made might 

be of interest to some. 

On the left is a pair of 

double barley twisted 

candlesticks in Goncalo 

Alves. They are 11" 

high, quite traditional 

design, with a left and 

right barley twist to 

match up.   

On the right is an open 

double barley twisted 

candlestick in Mahoga-

ny with a Sycamore 

base, 12" high. Second 

one a project for a 

rainy day. 

I would hope to do a 

hands on session on 

barley twists once we 

get up and running 

again.  All the best, 

Kenny 

many plug in adapters 

are within that range.  

I had a spare BT 

broadband box supply 

that had a 12 Volt DC 

output so that was OK.  

After that it was just a 

case of snipping the 

output plug off and 

confirming the polarity 

with a multimeter prior 

to connection to the 

digital box.   

Getting it to work was 

even easier.  I at-

tached the magnet us-

I own a Vicmarc VL100 

lathe and, although it 

has variable speed 

control, there was no 

readout of actual 

speed.  Having decided 

to change this my first 

stop was eBay.  

Searching for Digital 

Tachometer brings 

up a host of similar 

kits for around £10.   

The kit comprises 

the digital display, 

the sensor, a ribon 

cable and a magnet.  

The items not sup-

plied are a power 

supply and a box in 

which to house it.   

The power supply 

was easy.  The unit 

needs a DC input of 

between 8 and 24 

Volts and requires a 

mere 40mA and 
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ing its own magnetic attrac-

tion to the outboard end of 

the headstock.  The magnet 

has to be the right way 

round so that it operates 

the sensor but given there 

are only two choices and 

that unattaching and  

reattaching is not exactly 

complicated this is not so 

difficult.  The supplied mag-

net is quite thin and I won-

dered if it would stay on at 

higher speeds but so far all  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

is fine but a stronger rare 

earth magnet could be used 

or a dab of super glue.   

The sensor was fitted, using 

a home-made bracket, onto 

the lathe body.  Double sid-

ed tape was sufficient for 

that.   

I made a wooden box to 

mount the digital display to 

give it some protection and 

located this box in a con-

venient place on the lathe 

front.  The sensor cable 

and power supply cable 

were connected within 

the box.  The supplied 

circuit diagram was not 

too clear but YouTube 

had the solution.   

So far so good.  I then 

did a basic check with a 

hand held tacho.  This 

indicated a close correla-

tion to the fitted tacho.  

They are supplied with an 

expected 0.1% accuracy 

and I have no reason to 

doubt it so all in all a 

cheap solution that works 

just fine.   

Kevin Howell 

the middle with mother and 

daughter either side.   

Normally it is just a plane 

circle in the middle but the 

pentacle looks 

great.  

p.s. There is a page 

on facebook called 

‘pagan market 

place’.  These would 

go down a storm.   

Graham Ambrose 

Hi Peter, just wanted to say 

how much I enjoyed the 

club newsletter.  

The Pagan handfasting cups 

and plates were very inter-

esting.  I have started lis-

tening to some Pagan folk 

music.  Damh the Bard is 

worth checking out.   

The symbols on the plate I  

understand as the Moon in 

The story (or song) so far  

“They are 

supplied 

with an 

expected 

0.1% 

accuracy 

and I have 

no reason 

to doubt it 

…” 
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I just keep chasing threadlines 

For quite a while now I 

have been trying to 

convince myself to 

have another go at 

thread chasing.  I had 

a wee go a couple of 

years ago after Chris 

Pouncy had done a 

demo for us and  

borrowed the tools that 

the club had bought 

from him.  After a  

couple of boxes I gave 

up and moved on to 

something else, as you 

do.   

I have been inspired by 

the likes of Phil Irons 

doing his vases/urns 

with threaded lids and 

obviously Jason Breach 

who has some amazing 

creations.   Phil irons 

uses a threading jig 

which looks like the 

way to go if you’re  

doing it on a commer-

cial basis but they are 

pretty expensive for a 

mere hobbyist like  

myself.   

So when we went into 

lockdown I borrowed 

the club tools again 

and resolved to spend 

some time trying to get 

to grips with thread 

chasing.   The fruits of 

my labour so far are 

shown in the photos, 

four boxes, two of 

them with blackwood 

inserts, the other two 

are yew with integral 

threads.   

I decided to 

use yew at first 

because (a) I 

had some and 

(b) I had done 

a successful

(ish) threaded 

box in yew be-

fore.  Anybody 

who has tried 

threading 

probably 

knows that you 

really need a 

dense tight 

grained wood, 

often exotics 

like blackwood 

or lignum vitae but 

boxwood is one of the 

better native woods.   

The problem with most 

of our native woods is 

that the thread tends 

to crumble as you are 

chasing it so it is not 

very robust and this is 

a problem I had with 

the yew.  You can use 

super glue to try and 

stabilise the wood but I 

haven’t found it that 

easy to do as yet.   

The other two boxes 

have blackwood inserts 

which were threaded 

before inserting them 

into the box, one of 

which is made from 

elm, the other is miss 

tree wood.  Neither is 

perfect but both passa-

ble in my humble view 

as a novice.  Some  

lessons learned but 

more practice needed! 

If you fancy having a 

go there are a few  

videos on youtube for 

some initial guidance, 

Allan Batty and Colwin 

Way for starters.  But 

be warned, Allan Batty 

says that the easy way 

to learn thread chasing 

is to buy a ton of box-

wood, lock yourself in 

your workshop for a 

year and practice!... so 

not for the faint heart-

ed.  He makes it look 

very easy but then he 

was a master.   

Does anybody have or 

know of a threading jig 

for sale? 

Peter Jackson 

“I decided to use 

yew at first 

because (a) I had 

some and (b) I 

had done a 

successful

(ish) ...“ 


